Death Valley Field Trip Information
This is a mandatory field trip for which students receive 5% of their grade.  
Parents:  If, for any reason, your child cannot attend at the last minute, please call Mrs. Van Norden at 818 378-6048

Before that time, call at school 818 487-6665 or email wvannorden@hw.com 

Group Campsite:  We will be staying in a campground that offers sinks and flush toilets.  One afternoon, we will go to Furnace Creek where showers are available. 

Death Valley Geology Field Trip Itinerary
Day 1
Arrive at 7:45 in order to help load the bus. Leave Harvard-Westlake at 8:00 a.m. on H-W bus 

Stop 1: Vasquez Rocks

Stop 2:  San Andreas Fault- Avenue S roadcut

Stop 3:  Red Rock Canyon- picnic lunch

Stop 4: Fossil Falls

Dinner and camping in Death Valley, Furnace Creek Campground, Group site H, (760) 786-2331

Day 2

Breakfast at campsite

Stop 1:  Dante’s View

Stop 2: Zabriski Point, 2.5 mile hike down Gower Gulch
Stop 3:  Badwater Basin - lunch

Stop 4: Devil’s Golfcourse

Stop 5: Salt Creek

Showering and swimming at Furnace Creek Resort 

Dinner and camping at Furnace Creek Campground

Day 3

Breakfast, break camp 

Stop 1:  Manly Gravel Bar

Stop 2: Bus view of Devil’s Cornfield

Stop 3 Sand Dunes - hiking optional

Lunch at Stovepipe Wells

Stop 4: Mosaic Canyon

Stop 5:  Ballarat Ghost Town

Stop for fast food in Mojave

Return to Harvard-Westlake approximately 9:00 p.m .Students can use cell phones en route, but phones don’t work in Death Valley

Desert Camping Equipment List -  put everything in a soft bag like a duffel bag
Sleeping bag- warm enough for freezing weather (unlikely but possible)
Warm clothes- the desert is usually cold at night and can be windy.  Include a sweater and windbreaker or parka, warm pants, warm hat and gloves.  During the day, you might want to hike in pants or shorts, T-shirt, hat and sunglasses. There is a swimming pool and showers in Death Valley, so bring a swimsuit and a towel, toilet articles, sunscreen, and lip balm

Day pack or fanny pack for short hikes

Mess kit:  bowl, plate, fork, knife, spoon, cup.  Plastic is best, and it is convenient to place them in their own bag
Flashlight- a surprising number of students manage to forget this valuable item!

Water bottle- filled.  Water is available, but not in small bottles, so you must bring your own bottle.
tarps and pads will be provided, since it is pleasant to sleep under the stars. Tents are available to be used only in the case of rain or extreme cold.  If you prefer to bring your own tent, you are allowed to do so, but a tent is not necessary.  

Optional:  camera - lots of great photo opportunities! , pillow, personal music (no place to recharge)
Money   All meals will be provided, with the exception of a fast food dinner on the way home.  Many students like to purchase snacks along the route.  






















