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PLANS FOR FAULT BLOCK MODELS

Materials Needed:

• 1x6 boards (Actual dimensions ~ 0.75" x 5.25") of soft wood, 16 inches per set of blocks.

• Magic markers as follows (these brands will not run when polyurethane is applied):

- Sanford "Major Accent" (purple)

- Sanford "Mr. Sketch" water color (yellow, green, blue and orange)

- Sanford "Hi Impact" permanent (red and black)

• Polyurethane varnish

Instructions:

1. Cut four 4" long pieces of the 1x6 board. Stack them on top of each other and cut a "fault" at

a 60° angle through all four pieces as shown, producing eight blocks.

2. Score "contact" lines with a sharp object such that the beds dip 30°.

3. Sand smooth and color all surfaces (including "inside" ones) with magic markers as shown.

4. Coat all surfaces with two coats of polyurethane varnish, sanding lightly between coats.

5. Label each set of blocks with a unique number so that the individual blocks from different sets don't get mixed up. Be sure to label the “up” side of each block; this will make it easier

for the students to properly assemble the eight blocks at the beginning of the lab exercise.

Do the labeling between two coats of varnish. I recommend using a rapidograph pen.

6. Each set of blocks can be conveniently stored in a re-closable cloth sample bag.
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