HARVARD-WESTLAKE SCHOOL
TRIP PROPOSAL - MULTI-DAY
Destination:
East Mojave Desert 
Chaperone cell phone number(s) during trip:
(818) 378-6048
Purpose and Nature of trip: Geology and Honors Geology Field Trip
Name of class or group:
 Geology, Honors Geology
Grade(s): 10-12

Type of trip: (Optional / Mandatory / Class Trip / Club Trip / Other)  Trip is extra credit for students who went on the Death Valley trip, but can be a stand-in for the Mandatory Death Valley Trip
Faculty Sponsor(s):  Wendy Van Norden



 
Date submitted: 10/25/10

Other Chaperone(s): to be determined

Trip #1

Departure Day & Date: 
Friday, April 15, 2011
Departure Location: US Loading Dock
Time:
8
AM

Return Day & Date  Sunday, April 17, 2011

 Return Location: US Loading Dock
Time:
7 PM

Enrollment Limit:  25


Projected student/chaperone ratio: 25/3
Transportation Arrangements: HW Suburbans
Lodging Arrangements, including address(es) name of hotel(s), and phone number(s):

Friday Night: Granite Mountains, Saturday night, adjacent to Hole-in-the-Wall Campground
If this proposal involves students traveling from school to the activity, please indicate whether Harvard-Westlake transportation will be:  A. required of all students

Cost to student (if any): $180

Manner of handling expenses: Science field trip budget  to be charged after trip

Budget Number (if any):        #33 08070


Please confirm your agreement if appropriate: It is necessary for students to miss some class time.  If this trip is approved, I will send a memo to affected faculty requesting permission for individual students to miss classes, sports, performing arts, and/or other school activities.  I understand that a faculty member may refuse such permission: WVN  agree
Comments / Questions:
Mojave Desert Geology Field trip:  April 15-17
HARVARD-WESTLAKE SCHOOL
PERMISSION, ACKNOWLEDGEMENT/ACCEPTANCE OF RISK, AND 
RELEASE FROM LIABILITY, INCLUDING LIABILITY FOR NEGLIGENCE
NOTES:

In this release the term “Parent” refers to the undersigned custodial parent or legal guardian of the Student participating in this trip.  The term “Student” refers to the undersigned Harvard-Westlake student.
The Risk Management terms (blanket agreement, permission to participate, acknowledgment and acceptance of risk, certification of health insurance and release of liability) approved at the time of enrollment are applicable to this activity.  However, we now require your approval of this additional statement in order to acknowledge your specific approval of the participation of your student in this activity and to acknowledge and accept its risks.  (I recognize and accept that this is done on a selective basis, and that the school is under no obligation to do so.  This document supplements, but does not replace the Enrollment Agreement’s blanket terms.)
____________________
SECTION 1: Parent hereby certifies that (s)he has legal custody of Student and is authorized to execute this agreement. Parent gives the Student full and unequivocal permission to participate in the Geology field trip to the East Mojave Desert on April 15-17. 
SECTION 2: ACKNOWLEDGMENT / ASSUMPTION OF RISK

Parent recognizes and accepts on behalf of Student the risks and hazards detailed below and gives that permission having so acknowledged and accepted the risks involved in this trip. Parent understands that the specific risks and supervision limitations for this activity include but are not limited to the following:

Parent understands and accepts that independence, responsibility, and autonomy are a critical part of the learning experience.  Consequently, students will be treated as young adults, provided with limited direct supervision, and held responsible for their own actions. Parent firmly acknowledges and accepts any non-chaperoned freedom which will be afforded students, including but not limited to that described above, and accepts the potential risks associated with that freedom.
Parent understands and accepts that Student must respect all Harvard-Westlake rules, which are fully applicable to Student’s behavior on this trip.  Student must pay particular attention to the rules which deal with cigarettes, alcohol, drugs, and gambling. Violators will be subject to the same disciplinary sanctions as if they had broken these rules while at School. The School accords its students a high level of trust; it will be Student’s duty to follow the stated rules in the explicit absence of faculty enforcement. 
Parent hereby acknowledges, understands, accepts, and assumes on behalf of Student all risks inherent in this activity. By the signature on this form, Parent acknowledges these inherent risks and recognizes that they cannot be eliminated.  To the extent that these risks can be mitigated, Parent recognizes that Student has primary responsibility for doing so. It is Parent’s belief that Student has sufficient maturity and judgment to do so.  If Parent does not believe this to be true, Parent should not allow Student’s participation in this activity.
SECTION 3: RELEASE FROM LIABILITY, INCLUDING LIABILITY FOR NEGLIGENCE
Parent voluntarily releases, discharges, waives and relinquishes forevermore all claims or actions that the Parent  or Student may have against Harvard-Westlake School, its officers, agents and employees, for bodily injury, emotional distress, property damage, and/or wrongful death, occurring to Student arising out of or in any way connected to Student’s participation in the activity, including, but not limited to, those claims or actions arising out of any negligence on the part of Harvard-Westlake, its officers, agents and employees, save and except only those claims due to fraud or willful injury to Student , or violation of law. It is the intent of this agreement to exempt and relieve Harvard-Westlake School, its officers, agents and employees and volunteers, from liability for personal injury, emotional distress, property damage or wrongful death caused by negligence.

Parent understands that the ability of the school and its agents to properly supervise Student may be impaired by the approvals granted above, as they remove Student from the direct supervision and care of the school.  Parent agrees that the school and its agents shall not be held liable for any incidents which may arise as a consequence of Student utilizing any of the alternative means of transportation approved above.

Parent understands that coaches, instructors, and activity leaders reserve the right to require that Student not use alternative means of transportation if they feel that, by so doing, the best interests of their team, club, program, or activity would be compromised.  Even after Parent has signed this release, the coach, instructor, or activity leader reserves the right to require a change in the transportation method.

By Parent’s signature hereon, Parent affirms understanding of and agreement to the foregoing.

_____________________________


____________________________
Custodial Parent’s Name (Please Print) 


Custodial Parent’s Signature/Date
By Student’s signature hereon, Student acknowledges the applicability of Harvard-Westlake’s discipline rules, affirms understanding of those rules, and promises to obey them.

_____________________________                           
_____________________________               

Student’s Name (Please Print)                                     
Student’s Signature/Date      
 East Mojave Field Trip Information
Parents:  If, for any reason, your child cannot attend at the last minute, please call Mrs. Van Norden at 818 378-6048

Before that time, call at school 818 487-6665 or email wvannorden@hw.com 

Itinerary

Saturday

Leave Harvard-Westlake Upper School loading dock 8:00 PM
Vasquez Rocks

Pallett Creek

Lunch at Devil’s Punchbowl

Victorville watergap

Camp at Granite Mountains
Sunday (the following schedule is somewhat flexible depending on time/energy)

Climb Kelso Dunes

Visit Vulcan Mine

Lunch at Kelso train station

Visit Lava tubes

View Cima Dome

Camp at Hole in the Wall 

Monday

Walk through Hole-in-the-Wall 

Rainbow Basin

Borax Museum, Boron, CA
Desert Camping Equipment List -  put everything in a soft bag like a duffel bag
Sleeping bag- warm enough for freezing weather (unlikely but possible)
Warm clothes- the desert is usually cold at night.  Include a sweater and windbreaker or parka, warm pants, warm hat and gloves.  During the day, you might want to hike in shorts, T-shirt. Bring a hat and sunglasses, sunscreen, and lip balm

Day pack or fanny pack for short hikes

Flashlight- a surprising number of students manage to forget this valuable item!

Water bottle- filled
tarps and pads will be provided, since it is pleasant to sleep under the stars. Tents are available to be used only in the case of rain.  If you prefer to bring your own tent, you are allowed to do so, but a tent is not necessary.  

Optional:  camera - lots of great photo opportunities! , pillow, personal music

Money   All meals will be provided, with the exception of a fast food dinner on the way home.  Many students like to purchase snacks along the route.  
Riding in a vehicle to and from East Mojave Desert in a school-owned Suburban or bus driven by Harvard-Westlake staff or faculty including side trips for food and fuel


Assisting in the loading and unloading of equipment 


Hiking and climbing over steep and rough terrain in East Mojave, Rainbow Basin, Vasquez Rocks, Devil’s Postpile, and Pallett Creek.  


Camping, including operating a stove, making a campfire, and sleeping outside in sub-freezing conditions. 


Students will not be supervised at all times. Camping and hiking in the desert is an activity that carries with it a certain level of risk and that can result in injury or, in extreme cases, in death.











SECTION 5: CANCELLATION POLICY 


Parent acknowledges that there are world/national events beyond Harvard-Westlake's control. Parent also recognizes that concerns for student safety may cause Harvard-Westlake, in its sole judgment, to postpone or cancel this trip, even though travel, lodging and other service providers remain open for business and Parent stands ready to send Student on the trip as scheduled. Parent acknowledges and accepts that, in the case of such postponement or cancellation, the school will probably not be able to recover some/all of its prepaid travel, lodging and other costs and that Parent thus might receive no refund, a partial refund, or be offered only travel vouchers or booking at a later date (perhaps at increased cost). Because different families have different tolerance for financial risk, the School has not purchased trip insurance and built cost of same into the fee for this trip. Therefore, it is Parent’s option to independently obtain trip insurance should Parent wish to reduce financial risk. (NOTE: Travel insurance does not eliminate financial risk; all insurance coverage has exclusions and limitations). 











